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VOICES OF SEPTEMBER 11TH AND MENTAL HEALTH
ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK CITY AWARDED GRANT TO

ASSIST IN OUTREACH EFFORT TO THOSE SICKENED AFTER
WORKING OR LIVING IN DOWNTOWN MANHATTAN AFTER

9/11 

VOICES of September 11th to partner with the Mental Health Association of New York
City

New Canaan, CT. (January 8, 2013) Voices of September 11th (VOICES) has been awarded
a grant which will fund a program to inform 9/11 rescue and recovery workers and other
survivors about their potential eligibility for health care benefits to address their 9/11-related
medical and mental health issues. They will partner with the Mental Health Association of
New York City (MHA-NYC) to initiate an outreach program to inform eligible participants
about the health care programs available to them and how they can register. The two-year
grant is funded through the World Trade Center Health Program, which is administered by
the National Institute for Occupational Safety & Health (NIOSH), part of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC.) 

Eligible participants will receive medical and mental health care administered by the World
Trade Center Health Program. Created by the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation
Law, this federal program provides eligible responders and survivors annual medical
examinations, treatment services and medications for 9/11 related illnesses. 

"NIOSH is pleased to work with the organizations that were funded through the cooperative
agreement award process to conduct outreach and education activities for the World Trade
Center Health Program," said Dr. John Howard, Administrator of the World Trade Center
Health Program. "VOICES of September 11th, along with the other funded community based
organizations, will be key to helping us reach those who are eligible to be enrolled into the
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WTC Health Program. The biggest measure of success is to make sure everyone who qualifies
for this program enrolls and receives the care they deserve." 

Both VOICES and MHA-NYC are organizations with long histories of service to the 9/11
community. Their extensive experience providing support services to families, rescue and
recovery workers and survivors will be key to working successfully with those most in need of
the medical services provided in the World Trade Center Health Program. Outreach efforts
will include educational presentations, speaking engagements, a social media campaign, and
special events. This important call to action will target impacted individuals on a local and
national level, and will include diverse populations, residents, corporations and local
businesses. 

Since 1996, MHA-NYC has been a leader in creating innovative solutions that combine
technology and clinical expertise to address the emotional aftermath of crises and disasters
on individuals, families, and communities. "MHA-NYC is proud to continue serving all those
who were affected by 9-11, and we are also honored to partner with VOICES of September
11th to aid responders and survivors in locating important resources for treatment" said
President and CEO of MHA-NYC, Giselle Stolper. 

Mary Fetchet, Founding Director of Voices of September 11th, says that the organization has
made a long-term commitment to providing information and support programs for the 9/11
community, providing a wide range of services for more than eleven years. "We are very
excited to be a part of this critical effort to ensure that responders and survivors who were
personally impacted by 9/11 receive vital medical care and mental health services available to
them. It is especially meaningful to partner with the MHA-NYC, an organization that shares
our commitment to providing services that address the ongoing needs of the 9/11
community." 

# # #

About Voices of September 11th 

Voices of September 11th (VOICES) was co-founded in 2001 by 9/11 family members Mary
Fetchet and Beverly Eckert immediately following the terrorist attacks on September 11th.
VOICES is nationally recognized for its work in providing long-term support services for the
9/11 community that promote resiliency and advocating for reforms to make the country
safer. In 2006 VOICES launched the 9/11 Living Memorial Project that commemorates the
nearly 3,000 lives lost and documents stories of rescue workers and survivors. VOICES is
currently developing best practices based on their innovative approach of providing long-term
services, that will provide guidance for organizations and communities impacted by mass
violence or natural disasters. 

About the Mental Health Association of New York City 

The Mental Health Association of New York City (MHA-NYC) is a not for profit organization
that addresses mental health needs in New York City and across the nation. It is a local
organization with national impact and has a three-part mission of services, advocacy and
education. MHA-NYC identifies unmet needs and develops culturally sensitive programs to
improve the lives of individuals and families affected by mental illness while promoting the
importance of mental health. 
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